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1. ¥From 17 to 20 June 1953, the VP unii in Prenzlau was on slert but furnished no

3.

e

troops to quell the rebellion in Fast Germany. On 21 and 22 June, the Minlsiry

of the Interior gave:an Orcer vo rake reacy for employment 50 trucks vhich hod heen
jacked up. Source learned that a detail would be cemmitied in Thuringila vhere,
according to a legend lssued by the unit headquerters parachutists, had landed.

Each man of this detail was issued arms, ammunltion and supply. The order fur
commitment was, however, withdrawn after a short pericd of time.

Buring the j:eriod of ebservation, the VP unit in Prenzlau was subjected to .cxiensive,

personnel changes. The actual strength of the unit waz scheduled to be reduced by -
30 percent. All VPs who were slck or were conszidered politically unreliable as

well as those who had repsetedly beendsciplined were scheduled to be dismissed.
Between 70 and 80 officers and NCOs were expelled on charges of political unreliabl-
1lity or breach of discipline. These measures were allegedly taken in conjunction

wlth a large purge affecting the entire KVP, A large number of personnsl who had
proved good goldlers also requested dismissal; causing the command to make every
effort including all sorts of premises to retain these men.

Extensive transfers were under way at the VF unit in Prenzlau during the periocd of
obgervation. About 350 perscnnel were transferred to Leipzlg, Brandemburg, Potgdam,
and Orenienburg and 26 officers were transferred tc Leipzig prior to 10 July. <

Souree learned that a ccmpletely new table of organization wes in preparation

for the KVFP, abolishing the designations of division, regiment and battalion,
allegedly because they were also used vith Western troops and, insitead, intro-
dueing the designations of Bereitschaft, Kommande and Abteilung. Source stated that
several small Bereitschaften (divisions) would soon be activated in Sexony and

that part of the heavy and light arms equlpment had already been loaded.

25X1A

25X1AL. | |Comen . The informetion confirms the impression thet the bulk of Armeegruppe

25X1A

Nord was alerted during the June rebellion but was not employed. |

| | -
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25X1A 2. [___]Gomment. It is rather probable that the KVP may have purged elements
who proved evidently unrclisble or could no longer be tolerated for other
reasons. The KVP divigion in Prenzlau had an actual astrength of 15,000 men
prior to the uprising in June. If thls strength were reduced 30 percent, the
division would have the approximate war strength of a Soviet moterized rifle
division. It remaing to be seen whether the 30 percent of the personpel will
actually be dismissed. It is also possible that a large percentage of this
personnel will be detached %o units of Territorialverwaltungen Nos 3000 in Dres-
den, 6000 in Leipzig end 5000 in Schwerin and to units in Oraniemburg, Potsdam
and Brandenburg-Hchenstuecken subordinate directly to the Ministry of the Ianterior.
it ig also possible that, in eddition to the division in Prenslau, the divisions
in Eggesin and Prora of Armeegruppe Nord will also have to make such detachments.
Further informetion is needed to determine vhether the redesignation into Be-
reitschaft, Kommando and Ablellung also included a structurel change of the
unite involved or was made only to disguise the military character of the KVP,
The néw designations had already been used by the KVP until the spring of 1953
and were replaced by military designations such as divisien {Verband ), regiment
and battalion only afier that date when the actual rearmement started.
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